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Javiuary 24,2013

Wir. Michael L Bobinson
Warner, Norcross and Judd
D00 Flth Third Center

113 Lyon Streel, WA

Grand Rapids, W 485032487

RE: Wolverine Worldwide Formetr Tannery Site, Rockiord, 1,

Diear Mie. Bobioson,

Thardovow apain for organizing the December 04, 2012 meeting including WHEAD, represeatation from
Wolvering Workd Wide [Wolverine], DEG, and the Cityof Rockbordd. Towas gsebal having rultiple parties
i the sarve oot apenly communicating about cormmunily comcerng with the site snd the continued
site investization and remedistion provessis.

WREALD took from the meeting the understanding that Wolverine was not interested in participating in
an Environmaental Contflict Resolution (ECR process - a5 degedbed Inthe mesting handouts attached.
Such aprocess would nvolve d tasibitated dislogue Tovused on the dellversbile of & shared planty
frnplerment 3 site nvestipetion and remediation efort &t and potentially adjacent to the former WWW
Tennery site, WNEAC left the meeting with the understanding that Wilvering was e inderested ing
forming a group that would receive information, rather than create shared sgresments regerding how
1o proceed with the elort indose provdimity to 3 shared natursl resource: the Ropue River, g popular
recreatione! destination and sovalvable, rare, coltbwater trout stream in West Michigan Such a process
will nat foment buy-in from the Concernied Cithiens for the Besporsible Redevelopment [CORRY - the
prass roots citizens provp that is most active oncthe issoe and most cobcerned about the sight.

Wennderstang that CCBR s nota team of enironmental remediation experts: however, wedo not
share the perspective that CORR is wholly irresponsible and/or bereft of credibility, WMEAC
participated In joint conference qalls and meetings with CORR and multiple divisions of the EPA aned DEGL
Dirlng these meetings envivonmental sclertists, remediption experts, and environmental techpoorats
repeatediy validated many of the guestions and concerss posed byethis group: o fact, st one point the
Epd veterred to CURR's citipen petitton as "one of 1the best they have syver seen,” This expert verification
alffirmnpd WREAD Inour elforts to nvest our Bited Yime andl respurces Into this lssue,

WEAC uralerstonds that It s solely Welverine's choice whether ornot to engage Inany bype of
community veensipht provg end that the DEO hasapproved Roseand Westra's scope of work proposal
submitted on behalt of Wolverine World Wide re: Former Wolverine World Wide Tanoer, Rockford, ML
Yot we are trylog to being the parties together In such a collsborative process because we belleve it
would ultlmately be to the benefit of il parties involved, the dver, the reputation of the company, the
st and the commainity of Bockdord,

CURA ks contingally commmuricated thelr dissatistaction with the cleanup process and bas
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demonstrated their ongoing dedication and ability to pursue site outcomes more aligned with their
persprctive. Given the current lack of trust CORE has Tor the process, snd o the absence of
tolaborative, ransparent, cleanup process, i0ls not unressonable to surmiise the voices of these
concerned and educated citizens will continue to publicly communicate their concern for the wellbeing
of the watershed and public health in this highly active and visible site in downtown Rockford.

WMEAL believes that establishing a community oversight group based on an ECR model, facilitated by
DEC or a credible, Independent party, would be the best way to establish facts, rebuild trust, and would
serve both Wolverine and the Rockford community. One could imagine a future world in which such a
provess was succeselul and touted a5 8 casestuty forgood corporate citivenship, effective local
povarnment, and sublic/private/NG0 collaboration,

CLRR has provided the following descriptions of several trusted persons available to 3it on 8 community
owersight group:

Ervvironmenital Consultant, S0l emploved, West Bichigan aren
Hydroegeologist, Stll employed, West Michigan area.

Self-employed individual with degree in soll studies and drainage systems.
Retired Aguatic Blologist from mdd Wichigan area,

Three professors - degrees in environmental studies/policy/ and or enginesring.

S T

AL ihis time, CCRR Is unwilling to provide names to probect the identities of the individuals from reprisal
~ @ clearindication of how badly trust hos been severed.

i addition, WMEAC respectiully suggests the following Individuals as appropriate candidates for
inciusion in this process [WMEAC has not contacted these individuals about participation):

L S bisial, Vice President of Globa Quality Ssiursnce, Wolverine World Wide
4. 3k Mancewicy, Bocktord City Cormnission,

Thank you for your time and consideration of our reguest to establish an ECR process. We look forward
to receiving a positive response to establish a tearn that includes one or more representative of CCRR as
described above, as well as the member of the Wolverine executive team and Rockford City Commission
#% noted in this letter. We respectfully reguest receiving vour response-by Monday, February 25, 2014,

Sncerely,

Rachel Hood | Wicholas Crchigingl, WiPP Elaine Sterret Isely, JD, MS
Eueoutive Director Policy & Comiunite Activism Water and LID Programs

£
David O'Donnell and Jobn Pawloski, Michigan Departrent of Environmental Quality
Bhchisel Young, Oty of Bockiard, M

West Michigan Enviroprmentsl detion Councll
Pape dotd



